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1. INTRODUCTION

This management plan for the Davis Corridor follows a baseline assessment, prepared by the
Land Stewardship Committee, and approved by the Conservation Commission in February,
2007. The background information presented below and in Section 1 and 2 is more fully
discussed in the Davis Corridor Baseline Assessment, available online in the Land Stewardship
Committee section of the official town of Carlisle website: http://www.carlislema.gov/

The Carlisle Trails Committee and the Trustees of Reservations have reviewed a draft of this
plan and provided excellent comments, most of which have been incorporated in this plan.

The Davis Corridor is the name given to a 156-acre parcel that was acquired over a 22-year
period (1973 to 1995) and is a combination of 17 individual parcels previously owned by six
families and two churches. As shown below, the Town paid a total of $344,730 for the land and
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FIGURE 1: DAVIS CORRIDOR BOUNDARIES ON USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAP
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2. DESCRIPTION OF SITE

The Davis Corridor is approximately one mile east of the center of Carlisle, across from the
intersection of Brook Street with Bedford Road. The corridor extends south to the Concord
border. (See Figure 1.)

Major direct roadside trail entrances exist at Bedford Road and at Stearns Street. Secondary trail
entrances from Suffolk Lane, Long Ridge Road, Nowell Farme Road, Prospect Street, Two Rod
Road from Concord, the Sachs Greenway and the Malcolm Preserve join the Davis Corridor
trails. The Davis Corridor also has frontage on Stearns Street across from Rodgers Road. This
area is very wet most of the year and has no entrance trail. (See Figure 3 for a map of entrances.)

A parking lot on Stearns Street accommodates six to eight cars. The parking lot entrance is off
the Malcolm Meadows driveway.

The Davis Corridor trails connect several Carlisle neighborhoods. Going south, the trail on Two
Rod Road passes the entrance to the Sachs Greenway, then the border of Harvard’s Estabrook
Woods and enters Concord. This trail continues south to Concord’s Hutchins Pond and
Punkatasset Hill conservation land off Monument Street. At Punkatasset Hill, trails connect west
to Concord’s Estabrook Road and to Lowell Road near Bateman’s Pond, as well as north to
Carlisle’s Estabrook Road and to other Carlisle Conservation Commission land: the Carr and
Rockstrom parcels. (See Figures 2, 4 and 5 for trail maps.)

Several signs inform the public about this land. A name sign (“Davis Corridor”) on Bedford
Road shows the trail entrance, a large red sign on Stearns Street lists the rules of use and
indicates the location of parking, and numerous interior trail signs maintained by Trails
Committee name the roads at the end of the trails. Also at the Bedford Road entrance is a sign
about entering greater Estabrook Woods. A kiosk at the parking lot on Stearns Street is blank.

The Carlisle Trails Committee maintains the trails and trail signs. Two trails run along the east
and west borders, and three interior trails connect them. One unofficial trail leads to an abutter’s
backyard or driveway on Stearns Street, and a few other abutters have short links to the trails.
On two muddy sections of the trails are boardwalks, one in excellent repair installed by Boy
Scouts in 2001 and a new boardwalk installed by the Trails Committee in 2007. There are
several ad-hoc log walkways to help hikers in mud season. A high water bypass trail is on the
north end of Two Rod Road.

Beautiful old stonewalls run along parts of the east and west borders, often lining both sides of
the old roads. Within the corridor, stonewalls mark old boundaries of fields and property. An
old, rusted disk harrow and part of a portable sawmill decorate the edge of Two Rod Road, two
historic town border granite posts are visible along trails, and Native American stone piles exist
throughout the land, particularly near wet areas.

Abutters are private residences, the Malcolm Meadows senior housing complex, Malcolm
Preserve (owned by the Trustees of Reservations and the Carlisle Conservation Foundation), the
Sachs Greenway (town of Carlisle conservation land) and Harvard University’s Estabrook
Woods. The private residences are on Bedford Road, Red Pine Drive, Stearns Street, Patten
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Lane, Baldwin Road, Prospect Street, Nowell Farme Road, Garnet Rock Lane, Long Ridge
Road, Suffolk Lane and Canterbury Court.

Most of the Davis Corridor is a mature upland forest, with several oak species (mostly northern
red oak), red maple, black birch, white pine, and a few hemlocks dominating the upper story. In
the under story are huckleberry, swamp azalea, American chestnut, sweet pepper bush, sassafras,
etc. Hayscented ferns abound, as well as other ferns, two species of club moss, partridge berry,
wintergreen, lowbush blueberry, starflower, wild sarsaparilla, medeola, asters, violets and skunk
cabbage. An old cranberry bog, about three-quarters of an acre in area, with swamp oak filling in
and bordered on its north side by a dug drainage ditch, nearly abuts the east side of Two Rod
Road south of the Sachs Greenway entrance. Abundant wildlife, including deer, owls, hawks
and flying squirrels, thrives here. The Massachusetts Natural Heritage program has identified
core habitat BM592 which includes most of the Davis Corridor. This core habitat contains
endangered violet wood-sorrel (Oxalis violacea), and three animals of special concern:
elderberry long-horned beetle, blue-spotted salamander and spotted turtle.

Two possible vernal pools have been located, a small stream runs approximately parallel to Red
Pine Drive north to Bedford Road and eventually into Page Brook, and another stream runs south
from the wetland east of Patten Lane to the old cranberry bog and eventually west to Spencer
Brook. Wetlands occur in pockets throughout the Davis Corridor.

3. SITE HISTORY AND USE

The historical information summarized below is discussed in greater detail in the Davis Corridor
Baseline Assessment, available online in the Land Stewardship Committee section of the official
town of Carlisle website: http://www.carlislema.gov/ .

The Davis Corridor lands were of historic importance in colonial days and were purchased about
1683 by the first settlers on the east side of Carlisle, two brothers John and Robert Blood. Their
descendants farmed in this area for generations. Two Rod Road and the Blood Farm trails were
important transportation links connecting Billerica, Carlisle and Concord, prior to the
construction of the Bedford Road bridge in 1795. Early accounts record pastures, woodlots and
fields in this area. However, by the mid 1800’s, agricultural use was in decline, as Thoreau
recorded in his journals, where he wrote about his walks on these trails. A portion of the Davis
Corridor near Bedford Road was used as a cow pasture into the mid 1900’s, and the Malcolm
land was in agricultural use into the late 1900’s.

Today, the property is used for: walking, jogging, horseback-riding, bicycling, cross-country
skiing and nature study on its trails. The Davis Corridor’s elongated form is unique among
Carlisle’s larger conservation parcels, connecting to neighborhoods and other trail networks.

All of the Davis Corridor land is under permanent conservation restrictions #36 and #52, which
are shown in Figure 2. The Carlisle Conservation Commission is the grantor, and the grantee is
the Trustees of Reservations (TTOR). Conservation restrictions provide an additional layer of
protection, registered on the deed and authorized by Sections 31-33 of Chapter 184 of
Massachusetts General Laws.




